of heavy guns, Heron returned to Madura, and subse-
quently to Trichinopoly, in June 1755, having lost a part
of his baggage in a surprise attack by the Kallars in the
Nat-tarn Pass. An official inquiry was hold on Heron's
conduct. He was suspended from his seat on flic- Council
and tried by a court martial.19,

The Nawab, Muhammad Ali, entered Arcot in triumph
with English troops as his escort, about the end of August;
but as the Arcot poligars were in heavy arrears of tribute
to him, he requested the English Government for military
assistance and was urged, in rofurn, to transfer the man-
agement of certain countries to the Company. The Nawab
objected to this course on the ground of the loss of dignity
that he would incur thereby. The Madras Select Commit-
tee finally agreed to accept Ponneri and Pedipattu, where
the Company's fine cloths were woven and which were
worth about 30,000 pagodas a year, on the same terms as
Chingleput, in addition to orders for eight lakhs of rupees
on the renters of the Arcot countries, payable in two instal-
ments. The Nawab also promi sed to settle the Company's
share of the rent before he gave any cowle to the renters,
many of whom were expected to be selected from the prin-
cipal inhabitants of Madras, and thore Fore amonnble to the
pressure of the English officials. The Nawab also pro-
mised to give the English half the revenues of Madura and
Tinnevelly, though nothing could be expected from them
immediately on account of the cost of the troops that were
still in the field against the poligars of those regions; while
the other half of the amount of the tributes paid by all the
poligars under him was to go to him. An English agent
and Member of the Secret Committee, William Percival,
was to accompany the Nawab and be present at all his
transactions with the poligars and their vakils and to re-
ceive the Company's half of the tribute. The Nawab's
government was in an unsettled condition. Half the pro-
vince was in French hands and several proim'nont ki ledars
claimed independence of the Nawab on one ground or an-
other, the most notable among them being Murtaza Ali
Khan of Yellore.

(19)          Pigot showed much personal spite in tbe contemptioa of
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